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Setup notes for the Capture TCL PDF Generation

Cadence introduced a free PDF printer option with OrCAD Capture in version 16.3. This process uses a Tcl script
and a postscript to pdf converter to create an Intelligent PDF file that allows users to descend hierarchies and get
property information directly in the PDF file. This app note describes the initial setup for users to enable this
useful feature. The basic “flow” is as follows:-

“ PDF export of Capture Design

+ Useof

— Postseript driver
« Adobe PS driver (free)
¢ Or, Microsoft PS driver (free)
+ Or, Any other

— Postscript-to-PDF converter
« Ghostscrint (free)
« Or, Acrobat distiller (commercial)
+ Or, Any other that supports pdfmark
(bookmark)
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Postscript Printer
By default, during the installation of 17.2 and onwards a new local printer is added called ORCADPS_17.2. This is

required for use with the PDf Export command.

Using Intelligent PDF
To use the Intelligent PDF command, open any design that you wish to print then choose File — Export — PDF. The
first time you run this command you will see the following GUI:-

® " PDF Export X
v Output Properties
Output Directory cusers\simon.beatles\appdatalroan | \
Output PDF File test pdf
~ Options
Printing Mode Occurrence
Orientation Landscape
Create Properties PDF File
Create Net & Part Bookmarks 7]
v Page Size
’ Output Paper Size 0 Default ‘

v Postscript Driver

’ Driver

OrCADPS_17.2 l

v Postscript Commands

Converter Ghostscript 64 bit/ equivalent
Converter Path gswinb4c.exe \7
Converter Arguments -sDEVICE=pdfwrite -sOutputFile=$::

specify the path.

ERROR(CRCAP-43004): Unable to find the executable gswin64c.exe atthe
specified path. If the executable is available in your system, specify its path. Ifitis
not available, download from http://ghostscript.com/download!, install, and

OK || cancel || Help |
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You can see the ERROR related to the installation not finding the relevant postscript to pdf executable in the
%PATH% of the computer. There is also a link to be able to download a free postscript to PDF converter available
from Ghostscript http://ghostscript.com/download/. You can if required use another other postscript to PDF
converter like Adobe Distiller.

« Postscript Commands

Converter Ghostscript 64 hit / equivalent |

Converter Path Acrobat Distiller |_|
Ghostscript / equivalent —

Ghostscript 64 hit / equivalent
INFO[ORCAP-43006): gswinG4c.exq Custom

Converter Arguments

Once the converter is installed and available in the %PATH% when you choose File — Export — PDF you will see
that the relevant converter is available to use.

4 B PDF Export *

= Output Properties

Output Directory cidemos\spb172\new-demaol [
Output PDF File demol pdf

= Options

Printing Mode Qccurrence

Orientation Landscape

Create Properties PDF File

Create Met & Part Bookmarks ¥

Exclude Properties | Configure |
= Page Size
Qutput Paper Size 0 Default

« Postscript Driver

Diriver OrCADPS_17.2

« Postscript Commands

Converter Ghostscript 64 hit / equivalent
Converter Path gswinGdc.exe 7
Converter Arguments -sDEVICE=pdfwrite -sOutputFile=%:

1 INFO(ORCAP-43006): gswinG4c.exe is available.

| oK || cancel || Help |

There are various options for file location and name, paper size and orientation and control over what properties
will be available in the exported PDF.

Once complete click OK and the PDF is generated.
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