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Cadence SPB Free Viewers 
There are a couple of methods to access the free viewers for Cadence SPB OrCAD and Allegro tools. These will 

open filename.opj, filename.dsn, filename.brd, filename.dra, filename.mdd. The two options are driven by 

whether you have a full Cadence SPB installation. This app note describes the two methods. 

Option 1 - No Cadence Product Installation. 
Go to Download OrCAD Viewer | OrCAD, fill in the registration form:- 

 

You will receive an email with a link to Download the software. Please check any junk/spam folders if you do not 

see the email. Once downloaded, run the executable which installs the software. Once complete there will be a 

new entry in the Windows start menu  

https://www.orcad.com/downloads/orcad-viewer
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Use Capture Viewer to open filename.opj and filename.dsn, Use PCB Editor Viewer to open filename.brd, 

filename.dra and filename.mdd. 

Option 2 – Full Cadence Product Installation 
If you already have the suite of tools installed, you cannot install the free viewers as in option 1. You can however 

make custom shortcuts using the steps below. 

PCB Editor Viewer – Go to C:\Cadence\SPB_17.4\tools\bin and locate the allegro_free_viewer.exe, select and 

right click – Create Shortcut. You can then put this on the Desktop, Start Menu or Taskbar. Suggest renaming this 

to be PCB Editor Free Viewer 17.4. 

Capture Viewer – Go to Start – Cadence PCB 17.4-2019 – Capture CIS 17.4 and right click – More – Open File 

Location then use CTRL+C and CTRL+V to paste a new copy of the Capture icon. Rename this to Capture CIS 

Viewer 17.4. Now right click on the icon and choose Properties and change the Target value so that it has -viewer 

at the end so C:\Cadence\SPB_17.4\tools\bin\Capture.exe -viewer. Ok this. 
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